FALL EDITION - SEPTEMBER 30TH, 2022

The Creek Crier
Newsletter of the Malibu Creek State Park Docents
BIG NEWS: Event celebrating 50 years of TV’s
beloved M*A*S*H held Sept 17th!

Recent Discovery at Malibu
Creek State Park
Fred Nuesca
An interesting early “hit and miss” engine, estimated to be around 100 years old, was recently
discovered buried in Malibu Creek in Malibu
Creek State Park. These early one cylinder engines had a large external flywheel that spun at
a high revolutions-per-minute (RPM). When the
ignition system fired and then when the fly
wheel slowed down to a near stop the engine
would fire again and as such these engines
could run for days on only one gallon of fuel. On
the other side of these single cylinder engines,
opposite the flywheel was a pulley that would
turn over any and every kind of equipment
imaginable by a long leather belt.

Thanks to Brian for coordinating, details on page 3.

The President’s Pitch
Sasan Sheibani

Welcome to the Fall 2022 edition of The Creek
Crier. The theme for this edition is “interesting/potentially unknown things about the park”. You will
learn about a recent discovery of a 100 year old
artifact at MCSP, 50th Anniversary of the M*A*S*H
TV series celebration, discover interesting things
and little known facts about the suspension bridge,
These early gas engines replaced the earlier
fire in the Visitor Center garage, a secret bench, a
steam engines and then the gas engines were
power substation foundation, see photos of unique
later replaced by electric motors when electricity rock formations in MCSP, and a fascinating article
reached rural areas.
about the “Rindge Dam”. You will also see updates
from our Committees; we launched our Junior
Ranger Program events in September, and have
additional events scheduled thru early December.
In addition Junior Ranger materials are available in
the Visitor Center for our docents to hand out to
park visitors. Our Trails Committee is planning a
park clean-up day, so please come help us clean
the park. I encourage everyone to attend our Fall
Continuing Education Training “Provoking Park
Visitors” a refresher on the “Art of Interpretation”.
You will then take a trip down memory lane from
our July 1994 Creek Crier. Finally, do not forget to
look at the “Activity Calendar” to see what is going
on. A BIG THANK YOU to all the contributors. We
are looking for more volunteers to help with watering the trees at the campground, help with our Junior Ranger Program, and please do not forget to
Engine manufactured by Gardner Governor Co. in Quinsign-up for the Visitor Center, as we still have a lot
cy, IL. recently found buried in Malibu Creek at Malibu
of openings for October and November. I would
Creek State Park and now moved to the Visitor Center.
Look for an after restoration picture in a future issue.
like to thank each and every one of you for all that
Thanks to Rick and Fred for taking on this project!
you do in volunteering your time to make MCSP a
Continued on Page 2… special place for our visitors to learn and enjoy !!

1

FALL 2022

Recent Discovery at Malibu Creek State Park (Cont…)
Article by Fred Nuesca

Overall they were used in industry in urban areas and on farms and ranches in rural areas. At
the time they were the premier source of energy before the advancement of electric motors.
This newly discovered engine was dug up and moved to the MCSP Visitor Center where it will
soon be cleaned up by two MC Docents, skilled craftsman Rick Montgomery, and restoration
expert Fred Nuesca. When finished, it will be on permanent display at the Visitor Center as a
historic relic potentially once used by early settlers or the Crags Country Club, an exclusive
private lodge for the richest and most prominent citizens that resided in the city of Los Angeles
at the turn of the century.

Additional Background and Photos Provided by Sasan Sheibani

The pumping skid
found in the creek
was manufactured
by Gardner Governor Co. in Quincy,
ILL.,and this photo
shows their new
plant in 1901.

Sasan was also able to find a portable pumping skid
used for pumping air in tires, which would make a lot
of sense to have back in the old Crags CC days when
folks drove miles out of town to the CC where there
was no service stations.
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More Photos from Sep 17 M*A*S*H TV’s 50 Year Celebration
A celebration fundraiser event was organized by Brain Rooney at the M*A*S*H site. Breakfast was
served to visitors by Jeff Maxwell, who played Private Igor who served food in the mess, and Eileen
Saki who played Rosie the bartender in the M*A*S*H show. Five other docents helped with this event.

Pictured from left are podcaster Ryan Patrick, Megan Bridget who came from Wisconsin
for the day, Kelsey Knox of Los Angeles and cast member Jeff Maxwell. Jeff Maxwell and
his friend Ryan run a popular M*A*S*H podcast. Here they are two weeks ago talking for a
few minutes about the gathering, about the park and the VOLUNTEERS: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Y_7Ri9jMZM

Brian with celebration attendees.

Brian with Eileen Saki who played Rosie the bartender on
the show.

Radar photo op on the helipad.
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Interpretive Committee Update
Coordinator Allison Frye

The interpretation committee has been busy this fall!
We have launched our Junior Ranger Program and have printed our new Malibu Creek State
Park Junior Ranger Adventure Guide (thank you Hashi and Allison)! The committee will be
providing an updated training for how to use the Junior Ranger books and how to give out
awards - stay tuned! We have begun our Junior Ranger Amphitheater Program and are super grateful to all of our volunteers (Kerry, Hashi, Stan, Margie, Denise, David, Allison) who
are putting on this program. We will be having both the State Park Rangers and NPS
Rangers joining us for some of the events as well. Come on out! Photos from the first event
can be found on next page.

"2022 JUNIOR RANGER PROGRAM"
HEY KIDS INTERESTED IN BECOMING A JUNIOR RANGER ?
Join us on the following Saturdays at 4 PM for 1 hour
Free! No reservations needed
Location: Amphitheater near MCSP Campground

Sept 24 – Animal Life of Malibu Creek State Park
Oct 8 – Plant Life of Malibu Creek State Park
Oct 22 – Geology of Malibu Creek State Park
Nov 12 – Chumash – First People of our area
Nov 26 – History of Malibu Creek State Park
Dec 10 – Water in Malibu Creek State Park

Our committee is also working on our Children's room training manual so that all docents can
run and help with the room - stay tuned! We are looking for docents who would like to get involved in writing and planning new stations for the children's room. Please reach out to
Allison Frye if you are interested.
Continued on page 5…
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Additional Interpretive Committee Updates
Sept 24th Junior Ranger Event Photos from Kerry Perkins

In addition to the Junior Ranger Program events at the amphitheater, there is also a procedure that will be sent out describing how
the program works, so docents can hand out the materials in case
someone comes to the Visitor Center inquiring about the Junior
Ranger Program.Thanks to Kerry, Denise, & Sasan who organized all the Junior Ranger Program materials in the Visitor Center
into a single file cabinet for everyone's use as seen on the right.

On Saturday Sept 24th, a group of 43 Girl Scout of
Greater Los Angeles area came to MCSP for a hike.
Dean Arnold, Dave Strong, Debbie Sabag, Eduardo
Estrada, Mike Malone, Heather Brown, and Kerry
Perkins hosted the scouts. Heather and Mike led one
of the groups of Girl Scouts as seen in the picture on
the left as they were sitting opposite Ape Wall on
their way to the Rock Pool.
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Training Committee Update
Coordinator Sasan Sheibani

Our Fall Continuing Education Training is scheduled for Saturday October 22nd from 9:30
AM to 1 PM in the Administration Building Conference room. We will start with Roger Gray,
a certified Interpretive Guide Instructor, conducting a workshop on the art and science of
Resource Interpretation. As you know, interpretation is a big part of what we do as docents, so I highly recommend this workshop for ALL docents to refresh and polish our interpretive skills. Following this workshop we will have a hands-on opportunity to make
Acorn pancakes with Rob Remedi, where you will learn how to process and cook Acorns.
It should be a fantastic fun filled day!

Our Fall 2022 New Docent Training program is starting on October 8th thru November
12th. We will be piloting a new “Children’s Room” training module for the new docents.
Once the pilot is completed, we will fine tuning it and make it available for all the docents
at the Visitor Center. Having the Children's Room open regularly on the weekends is a priority for us, so we look forward to rolling out this training to all interested docents.
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Trails Committee Update
Coordinator Renee Engelhardt

Mark your calendars for the next park clean-up for FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14th at 9:00am.
The focus area of this clean-up will be on Crags Road, High Road, and the creek edges
between the lower parking lot and the VC. Come help beautify our park by picking up
small pieces of trash on the most trafficked part of the park. All materials will be provided,
including grabbers, gloves and trash bags.

Meet at 9:00am in the Lower Parking Lot by the Pepsi machine and we'll start walking
along Crags Road. Please RSVP to Renee at renee.engelhardt@gmail.com.
We are also organizing a Tree Planting day to plant 15 Oak trees in the Torpin Plain in December. More to come on this. If you are interested please RSVP to Renee.
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Issue Theme: Interesting Things at Malibu Creek State Park
Rick Montgomery - Crags Country Club Bridge Background

1921 photo of the actual bridge used by the Crags Country Club

Two eye bolt anchors for that bridge on the
side of the Climbing/Ape Wall facing the creek.

Two anchors on the Rock Hill on the opposite side
of the creek. Look closely and you will find them.
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Issue Theme: Interesting Things at Malibu Creek State Park
Rick Montgomery - 2004 Visitor Center Fire & High Road Foundation

In October 2004, the Visitor
Center lost the Garage and the
Gathering Room which were
next to it. The car in the picture
was started periodically by the
then resident Ranger, and while
running, the catalytic converter
after getting hot, caught the
grass, etc. on fire. Fortunately,
helped arrived very quickly and
the fire was put out at the top of
the Chaparral Trail.

The 2004 fire also exposed (for the first time to Rick
at least) a stone bench from what Rick believes is
from the Crags Country Club Days, rather than the
studios. It was completely covered before the fire.
This bench would have been accessed from the Visitor Center on a path leading to the bench and a spectacular view.

This very large cement foundation is located off The High Road in a canyon toward Mulholland Highway, and is what
Randy Torpin, who lived in the Visitor
Center growing up, and worked for the
studios, said was the main Power Station for many of the buildings for the studios at the time. It also had a fence
around it to protect it. Fred Nuesca is
pictured in the photo taken by Rick M.
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Issue Theme: Interesting Things at Malibu Creek State Park
Fred Nuesca - Interesting Rock Formations at the Park

Photo by Fred of “Indian Head Rock” above pools
just below Malibu Dam on east side in 2015

Photo by Fred of “Monster Rock” near
the Mash Site in 2019

Photo by Fred of “Indian Head Rock”
from Crags Road near Malibu Dam
Trailhead in January of 2017

Photo by Fred of “Camel Rock” near the Lost Cabin
Trail in January of 2020
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DOCENT MEMORY LANE NEWSLETTER EXCERPT FROM JULY 1994
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This Article Was a Homework Assignment as Part of the New
Docent Training Program Fall 2021 by Renee Engelhardt

RINDGE DAM
Disclaimer Note: The Rindge Dam is closed and off limits to hikers and swimmers. The information
provided here is for the purposes of park history and should not be used to encourage hikers or
swimmers for exploration.
Quick Facts:
●
●

●

●
●

●
●

The dam is located about 3 miles up Malibu Canyon Road
from PCH, and sits northeast to the road.
The concrete arch of the dam was completed in 1924; the
spillway was completed in 1926.
○ The dam was built by hired workers of May Knight
Rindge, who owned the Malibu Ranch, the former
Rancho Topanga Malibu Sequit. The frame of the
dam was constructed out of rails from the
Hueneme, Malibu and Port Los Angeles Railway,
which was a 15-mile railroad that May Rindge built
through the Malibu Ranch. The dual walls of the
dam were built into an already-existing rock
monolith in the center of Malibu Creek; the only
place they meet is at the top.
The dam has trapped over 780,000 cubic yards of
sediment that was naturally destined for the coastline,
where it would support beach nourishment and prevent
coastal erosion.
Having completely filled with sediment less than 30 years
after being built, the dam was rendered defunct
The 600 acres (240 ha) behind the dam have been
completely filled with sediment since around 1950, which
creates a waterfall from Malibu Creek.
The dam became incorporated into Malibu Creek State
Park in 1976
The dam has been off limits to the public since 2014,
however many people still choose to ignore the signs to
swim and cliff jump. It’s only accessible by steep
footpaths that were created by visitors
and are not maintained. There have been
many deaths (last recorded one was in
June of 2020 from cliff jumping) and
severe injuries.

Malibu Creek State Park Docent - Oct 2021
1
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New Docent Training Program Fall 2021 Homework by Renee (Cont…)

Impact and Removal of the Rindge Dame
● The trapped sediment has impacted primarily the steelhead trout from reaching the Malibu
Creek watershed. Fish advocates (specifically California Trout) have long called for the dam’s
removal.
● The dam removal process was formalized when the U.S. House of Representatives
commissioned the “Malibu Creek Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility Study” in 1992, requesting
a solution that improved the Malibu Creek watershed and the Malibu shoreline. The Army Corps
of Engineers led this study to investigate ecosystem restoration opportunities within the Malibu
Creek watershed, to improve aquatic and riparian ecosystem habitat connectivity and restore
more natural sediment transport to the coast.
● Working with the Army Corps, the Locally Preferred Plan (LPP) promoted by California
Department of Parks and Recreation is the preferred alternative for dam removal. That
alternative, described in the Feasibility Study completed in January 2017, calls for removal of
the concrete arch dam and spillway, removal of upstream smaller fish passage barriers, and
removal of the impounded sediment using traditional mining methods and various deposit
locations for that sediment. Approximately 278,000 cubic yards of clean sandy sediments would
be removed by truck to Ventura Harbor, tested for pollution, and then deposited by barge in
shallow ocean waters near the mouth of Malibu Creek, east of Malibu Pier.
● As of 2021, project is in its final stages of approval before moving to the design phase, with
deconstruction work anticipated to begin in 2025.

Sources:
● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rindge_Dam
● https://caltrout.org/campaigns/rindge-dam

Malibu Creek State Park Docent - Oct 2021
2
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New Docent Training Program Fall 2021 Homework by Renee (Cont…)

Who is the Rindge Family
In 1892 Frederick Hastings Rindge and May Knight Rindge, the fourth and last owners of the entire
Rancho Malibu, purchased the 13,330-acre tract from Henry Keller's son Matthew, for a then fabulous
price of $10 per acre (up from ten cents per acre 35 years earlier). They later expanded the ranch to
17,000 acres, buying up the holdings of homesteaders with adjacent property.
With the purchase of Rancho Malibu, Mr. Rindge realized his dream of the ideal country home: "A farm
near the ocean, under the lee of the mountains, with a trout brook, wild trees , a take, good soil, and
excellent climate, one not too hot in summer." He built a large ranch house in Malibu Canyon (beneath
present-day Serra Retreat) to serve as a headquarters for the ranch. It was a working cattle and
grain-raising ranch which through the many years of the Rindge dynasty was to become one of the
most valuable large real estate holdings in the United States.
In 1903 the Malibu Canyon home was destroyed by a disastrous brush fire. Following the fire, the
family lived in temporary tent houses and a cabin until two years later when Frederick Hastings Rindge
died at the age of 48 in 1905. Following Frederick Rindge's death, May K. Rindge took over the
management of her husband's extensive business affairs including the Malibu Ranch.
May Rindge, dubbed "Queen of the Malibu" by newspaper detractors, wanted most of all to be left
alone to run her Rancho Malibu in peace. It was not to be. In 1904, the Southern Pacific Railroad
applied to the Interstate Commerce Commission to build tracks linking the Long Wharf in Santa Monica
with their northern tracks at Santa Barbara. The connection proposed was a straight line right through
the Malibu ranch. A loophole in the ICC law prevented condemning a right-of-way parallel to an already
existing railroad, so the Rindges decided to build a private railroad through Rancho Malibu to keep the
bigger railroad company out. Mr. Rindge died in 1905 but May Rindge carried on with the plan and built
15 miles of standard gauge tracks called the Hueneme, Malibu and Port Los Angeles Railway.
The line was completed in 1908 and remained in use until the 1920s, used mainly to ship grains and
hides from the ranch operations via the Malibu Pier. It ran from Las Flores Canyon to a point near Yerba
Buena Canyon in Ventura County, using the flat sandy land along the coast and spanning canyons with
immense trestle bridges. The short life of this tiny railroad successfully turned the tide of development
toward the San Fernando Valley and made the Malibu coast area the only part of Southern California
that is today free of railroad traffic.
During the Great Depression of the 1930s all of her ventures fell on hard times and losses accumulated
on the once prosperous property. When May K. Rindge died on February 8, 1941, at the age of 76. her
precious land was in insolvency and she was practically without funds. Her unfinished "castle" along
with 26 acres acres of land and thousands of crated Malibu Potteries tiles, were sold in 1942 to the
Franciscan Order for $50,000 (today's Serra Retreat House, rebuilt after a 1970 brush fire).
Source:
● http://www.malibucomplete.com/mc_history_rindge.php

Malibu Creek State Park Docent - Oct 2021
3
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What bird is this?
Article & Photos by Kerry Perkins

While this bird is fairly common in and around Malibu Creek, it is not often recognized due to
its similarities with other black birds. Sometimes called the “Black Jay”, the Phainopepla gets
its name from the Greek words for “shining robe”, which is a good description of the black
male adult. Adult males are silky black, with a prominent crest, red eye, and white wing
patches that are easily seen in flight. Our Acorn Woodpecker has similar white wing bars that
make them look alike in the air. Females and juveniles are gray and the juvenile eye is dark.
We are fortunate to have these birds in our area, as we are at the extreme northern reaches
of its range, and it is the only North American representative of the family of birds known as
“silky flycatchers”. True to its family heritage, it does indeed catch flies and bugs in the air.
This bird is also very fond of mistletoe berries which are often found in our Sycamore trees.
They also like to eat the Mexican Elderberries.
Some fun facts about the Phainopepla:
•

This bird has a specialized digestive tract designed to process the mistletoe berries, which are low in
nutrients so the birds must consume as many as 1,200 each day.

•

Phainopeplas mimic the calls of other birds, including Red-tailed Hawks, Northern Mockingbirds,
Northern Flickers, Gambel’s Quail, Mourning Doves, Verdins, Acorn Woodpeckers, scrub-jays, and
American Kestrels. (Cornell)

•

Ornithologists believe that Phainopeplas adjust their nesting based on the time of ripening berries, and
actually move their nests during the year.

•

Social interaction of this bird is different depending on the environment, with desert populations being
highly territorial while woodland residents are more colonial and often have several nests in one tree.

•

The Phainopepla rarely drinks water, getting almost its entire liquid requirements from the berries it
eats.

I hope you get a chance to see this very interesting bird in our park!
Adult Male

Adult Female
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Docent Activity Calendar
Malibou Lake Centennial Celebration: Saturday, October 1st (10-7pm)
Tickets are $15 to $25, parking is at Paramount Ranch (see Kathy’s Sept 10th email for more details).
MCSP Trail Trash Clean-up Day: Friday, October 14th (9:00am)
Meet in the Lower Parking Lot (by Pepsi machine). Contact Renee to RSVP.
MCD Continuing Education (“The Art of Interpretation” w/ Roger Gray &
“Acorn Processing” w/Rob Remedi): Saturday, October 22nd (9:00am-1pm)
Meet at Administration Building Conference room.
Next All Docent Planning Meeting: Saturday, Nov. 19th (10-noon)
Area outside MCSP Admin Building (after passing entrance kiosk, take road on left).
Welcome Hikes:
Meet at 10 a.m. Lower Parking Lot. 2 hr. walks for docents and public. Bring water, hat, camera & smiles! No reservations needed. We’ll have a good time strolling along the valley, sharing the park’s history, nature & even some geology.
For more details, contact Docent Dean Arnold.
• Upcoming Hikes: Saturdays Oct 22, Nov 20, Dec 17
JR. Ranger Program: Select Saturdays (4-5:00pm)
At the Campground Amphitheater. Please email Kerry & Allison with the dates you are interested in supporting.
• Future Event Dates: Saturdays Oct 8, Oct 22, Nov 12, Nov 26
Bird Walks: First Saturday of the month (8:30-10am)
Docent Kerry Perkins leads birding walks at King Gillette Ranch. No reservations needed. Bring binoculars if you can.
Campground Tree Watering:
We need docents to water the trees at the campground for Oct & beyond (@9AM). Reach out to Susie to sign-up.
Visitor Center Cleaning Days:
Visitor center cleaning days are the 1st Wednesday of each month from noon-1pm, contact Docent Kerry to sign-up.
Visitor Center Upcoming Open Dates and Info:
We need docents for most weekends in Oct/Nov. You’re welcome to sign up for more than one date!
To Schedule your VC work days or make changes, contact: Susie Tse sytse3@verizon.net, 805-496-1968
Current Covid Plan: Masks are optional, supply is in upper cabinet in VC Sales Room. Thanks for hosting at the VC!!
Access the Docent Website (http://www.malibucreekstatepark.org/docent-internal.html) for:

Visitor Center Schedule, Tree Watering Schedule, Visitor Center Library Catalog

MALIBU CREEK DOCENT OFFICERS AND COORDINATORS

MALIBU CREEK DOCENT MEDIA

President: Sasan Sheibani
Vice President: Kerry Perkins
Secretary: Amber Howard
Treasurer: Rick Koppel
Past Presidents: Rick Montgomery, Kathy Julian
Member-At-Large: Keith Farrar, Tom Kaplan, Karen Smith
Liaison Ranger: Jerry West
Communications Committee: Justin Ford
Interpretation Committee: Allison Frye
Resources Committee: Bob Mashihara
Trails Committee: Renee Engelhardt
Training Committee: Sasan Sheibani

The Creek Crier - Docent Newsletter
Editor: Justin Ford
Winter Edition target Dec 21st, please send
submissions to Justin by Dec 1st
Park Website: malibucreekstatepark.org
Docent Internal Site: http://www.malibucreekstatepark.org/docent-internal.html
Webmaster: Brian Rooney
Malibu Creek Docents Contact Info:
PO Box 8998 Calabasas, CA 91372
Visitor Center: (818) 889-6238
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